MES Gifted and
Talented
2019-2020 Revisions

Overview
• School-wide review of Gifted and Talented services
• Identified need to enhance programming for
academically talented students
• Overall focus: To enhance differentiation of instruction
for ALL students

Grades 7 and 8 Honors Classes
Our second year using a flexible ability grouping model
for Honors Classes in Grades 7&8 has proved to be
extremely successful. More opportunities were available
for students to take Honors Classes in anywhere from one
to four of the major subject areas, enriching individual
student strengths.

Grades 7 and 8 Honors Classes
• Placing students together with similar academic abilities within
specific subject areas allows for more appropriate and
advanced instruction
• Allows students to learn alongside others who work at a similar
pace and posses a similar knowledge base, resulting in a peer
group where students challenge one another
• Ability grouping is flexible, targeted, and non permanent,
allowing students to move in and out of courses based upon
need
Flexible ability grouping allows schools to match a student’s readiness with instruction, delivering the right
content to the right student at the right pace and at the right time.
-National Association for Gifted Children

Grades 7 and 8 Non-honors Classes
As in all general education classes K-8, students who
have not met honors course criteria, but exhibit aptitude
and interest in a subject area, will continue to have
opportunities for accelerated study through
differentiated instruction and independent enrichment
within the curriculum.

Grades 5 and 6
After monitoring the Accelerated Classes in Grades 5&6,
it is our determination that, although students in each of
the Accelerated Classes were successful, the grade
levels overall have not benefitted from this program.
Because students travel to their major subject area
classes together as a cohort the entire day, having an
Accelerated Class in grades 5 and 6 creates
unnecessary access and opportunity issues that can
negatively impact students’ social/emotional
development at this level.

2019-2020 – Grade 5
Therefore, we are proposing the elimination of the
Accelerated Class in Grade 5 for the 2019-2020 school
year. Because the Grade 4 Accelerated Class had
previously been eliminated, there will be no issues with
continuity.

2020-2021 – Grade 6
Further, we propose the elimination of the Grade 6
Accelerated Class for the 2020-2021 school year. This will
allow students currently in Grade 5 (where there is a
Grade 5 Accelerated Class) the opportunity to continue
in an Accelerated Class with no lapse in continuity.

Gifted and Talented Vision
We believe the best model for helping gifted learners reach their
potential is through accelerated opportunities within the regular
classroom setting. All identified students in grades K-8 will receive
these opportunities regardless of their placement.
We also understand the need to prepare qualified students in
grades 7 and 8 for the pace and rigor of Honors classes on the
high school level. Therefore, it is important that these flexible ability
courses continue to be offered to grades 7 and 8 students.

Summary
2019-2020
– Grades K-8 – Differentiated Instruction within the classroom
– Grade 6 – Accelerated Class
– Grades 7 & 8 – Honors Classes for Math, ELA, Science, and Social Studies

2020-2021
– Grades K-8 – Differentiated Instruction within the classroom
– Grades 7 & 8 – Honors Classes for Math, ELA, Science, and Social Studies

