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A.O.C. Primary Source Activity 
1. What does Article II insure each state? 

2. What is the purpose of Article III? 

3. Based on your understanding and prior knowledge, in what ways are Articles II and III problematic? Be sure to provide (list) examples from your homework, class discussion, and notes. 

4. What does Article V outline? 
5. What is the purpose of Article VIII? Were the main provisions of this Article a reality? Briefly explain. 

Land Ordinance 1785

· Established a system to sell western lands to pay the national debt

· Territory surveyed before settlement to avoid lawsuits 
· Divided into to townships of 6 square miles 

· Split into 36 sections of one square mile 

· Section set aside for public education 

Small states that had no claims to western land were fearful that large states with landholdings would profit from the sale of lands. Thus, their war debt would be paid off. States without land in the west would be left to bear the burden of their war debt. By organizing the territory and placing it in a national trust for the sale and payment of debt, the government under the A.O.C. was able settle the dispute over western lands and win the ratification of  the A.O.C. by all 13 states.  

NWO 1787 

Key points: 

· Established a pattern for governing the territory. 

· Settled the problem of how a nation deals with colonial people by establishing a system for transition to a formal government and statehood. 
· First a period of temporary tutelage followed by permanent equality: 
1st stage – subordinate to the federal government

2nd stage – when population reached 60,000 inhabitants, a territory 

      could apply for statehood with all of the privileges of the  

      original thirteen.  

Questions: 
1. What right does Article I protect? 

2. What is the purpose of Article II? 

3. What does Article III encourage? 

4. What is the main provision of Article VI? 

