Jacksonian Democracy Debate Activity 
Overview & Goal: As a class we will define Jacksonian Democracy. We will use our previous knowledge to construct a deep understanding of the philosophical and practical influences that helped create the historical context of Jacksonian Democracy. Additionally, we will compare and contrast the Jacksonian Era with contemporary politics and economics to reach a personal and applicable understanding of the key issues and debates in American politics past and present. 

Essential Questions: 

What is Jacksonian Democracy?  

Based on your previous knowledge, what were the political theories and developments that helped to create Jacksonian Democracy? Explain. 

How does the concept of Jacksonian Democracy compare and contrast to the political debates and realities of America today? Be specific and give direct examples. 

Should America move back to Jacksonian Democracy? Why or why not? Explain. 

Define: 

Democracy 

Republic 

Democratic-republic / indirect democracy 

Confederacy 

Baron de Montesquieu – theories and four requirements for a republic 

Federalist 

Antifederalist 

Key points of Federalist Papers: 9,10,14,51,&84 

Article 6 of the Constitution- How does it order the relationship of the federal government and states?

Alien and Sedition Acts as related to the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions  

Jeffersonian Democracy 

Jacksonian Democracy 

Capitalism (Adam Smith) 

Keynesian Economics (John Maynard Keynes) 

Welfare State / Welfare Capitalism 
 Liberal 
Conservative 

